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"The Valley of Vision" The "Modern Students' Library" 1
By DOROTHY SCARBOROUGH.

HHlIE VALLEY OF VISION is a
rather unusafll title, so it is an es

ting coincidence that it should have
been chosen for two volumes of fiction
publislicd this month. The first, a collec-
tion of stories and sketches, by Henry
van Dyke, w&3 reviewed in these pages
several weeks ago. The second is a novel
by Sarah Comstoek.

The novel has a double interest, in the
character of its central figure, Marcia
Warren, and in its presentation of certain
of the problems touching industrial life

Marcia is n rebel who registers
stormy protest, sometimes successfully
and sometimes unavailingly, against her
environments and the conventions that
hedge her in. To begin with she breaks all
"Warren precedent by being a girl in-

stead of the desired male heir, an offence
for which her arid father and his spinster
sister never forgave her. Even her mother
is perturbed by her unconforming baby-
hood.

'"She doesn't go to sleep when I lay
her in the cradle why doesn't shel Mrs.
Warren would ask in a worried whimper.

" 'I don't know, ma'am,' the nurso would
reply, shaking her head in profound doubt
and looking at the alert dark eyes which
were far too much interested in the new
world before them to conform to the rules
for infancy.

" 'And she doesn't like her pretty little
rattlo with the sweet little tinky bells,'
Mrs. Warren continued in pensive re-
proach. 'Sec when I give it to her she
throws it away; there see that!' as the
offending toy went hurtling across the
room. 'Tatft oo hear ze nice 'itty tinky-tinky- l'

"The unconfonnist heard perfectly, but
she was bored. She looked at her mother
as if considering whether to reply to this
baby talk in contemptuous adult English."

As Marcia develops into childhood she
still feels scorn of the unintelligent grown-
ups about her, but lavishes tendcxest af-
fection on her dolls, which are more than
playthings to her and which she drama-
tizes passionately and insistently.

"One day her aunt called to her, 'Bring
the dust pan at once. That doll is leak-
ing sawdust on the carpet.'

"Hush!' Marcia flashed back in a
furious rebuking whisper. Ton mustn't
say that so she can hear it. You must
ray Annabel Don't you know I've never
told her 6he's only a doll T It would break
her heart if she knew it ! I try so hard to
keep it from her!' "

This Aunt Harriet fails utterly to
understand the child and is accustomed to
administer chastisement with the broad-
side of an old fashioned silver crumb
scoop. She is the subject of Marcia's ve-
hement prayers at times, as "God, don't
you let her spank me again; don't you let
her, God! Turn Thou in Thy wrath and
fell her with her own crumb seoopl"

' The ardent little rebel finds sympathetic
comprehension nowhere. "Somo of the
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older people, more tolerant than the rest,
more generous, 'couldn't help liking the
child, if she was queer.' But'they failed
to understand her primitive intensity and
imagination. Banbury was for the most
part too etiolated. To its little girls a doll
was a doll, a toy to be coddled but with a
literal interpretation of wax and sawdust.
Marcia's savage loves and hates and de-

fences and angers were disorderly in a
community whose very emotions were as
neatly tidied as its bureau drawers."

Later, in her girlhood, when her one
friend, Richard, is begging her to go to
a. party of thq young people, saying, "Oh,

--come along1 he crowd won't bite you!"
she answers "I might bite the crowdi

Marcia is Constantly at war with the
sleepy little tillage and its ideas. She
reads thoughtful periodicals and The
Subjection of Woman at a time when the
other girls arc devouring forbidden ro-

mances. She takes a keen interest in the
factory folk in the "hollow," though her
father hates the commercial encroachment
and commands her never to speak to the
workers. The chapters relating to Mar-

cia's welfare work among the factory em-

ployees are interesting, apart from their
connection with the story, though one feels
that more might havo been made of them
than has been done. Marcia's womanhood
is less vital, less dramatic than her early
years, and as one closes the book one feels
a certain disappointment The author has
not sacrificed reality to the desire for a
stereotyped happy ending, but she has
failed to sustain the same interest that
the early chapters aroused. But on the
whole the book is interesting and well
done.

THE VALLEY OP VISION. By Sjikah
Comstock. Doubleday, Page & Co. $1.50.

Verse by LaVjy Gregory
T OVERS of Ireland and her literature

' will be interested in The KiUartan
Poetry Book, which must be peculiarly
welcome to people in this country who
are familiar with Lady Gregory and her
enthusiastic efforts to keep alive the old
songs and traditions and extend the in-

fluence of Irish drama. .While fiorae of
the material in this collection is ncwrmost
of (he translations have already appeared
in CUChulain of Muirth'emne (in which
Synge found "the dialect ho had been try-
ing to master"), Gods and Fighting Men,
Saints and Wonders and Poets and
Dreamers. Lady Gregory says that it
seemed strange to her when she began
making her selections that the laments so
far outnumbered the songs of joy. "Be-
fore the month was out," she continues,
"news was" brought to me that made the
keening of women for the brave and of
those who axe left lonely after the yomig
seem but the natural outcome and ex-

pression of human life."
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By BARRETT H. CLARK.

THERE are signs that the long
practice of making litera-

ture a bore to students is disappearing.
The old notion that the study of literature
must be arduous in order to be effective is
giving place to the enlightened ideas of
editors and publishers who are now striv-

ing to offer students not only the more
interesting classics of the past, but the

vital works of the present.
Some day perhaps we shall have The

Old Wives' Tale (not Geogc Peele's!)
and Tono-Bunga- y, The Man of Property
and Lord Jim, "edited with introduction
and notes by Prof. Blank, Ph. D.," for
use in colleges and high schools.

I remember "with warm gratitude two
English teachers who assisted at my in-

tellectual adolescence. One of them varied
the required curriculum by reading Ton
Never Can TeU to a class that ought, ac-

cording to the regulations, have been look-

ing up the hard words in Macbeth; the
other flatly refused to force us to read
Burke on Conciliation, thereby running
the risk of calling down upon his head the
wrath of the authorities.

Scribners Modern Students' Library,
under the editorial supervision of Prof.
Will D. Howe, includes fifteen volumes of
English classics. More are promised and
two announced: The Essays of Addison
and Steele and Hardy's The Return of the
Native With the publication of the last
named, the scries will include the work of
at least one living author. Good! I have
high hopes that the editor will see fit to
include two or three more volumes by
contemporaries.

Without in the least disparaging the
classic writers, it is obvious that while
they must be read and studied, especially
by young students and aspiring authors,
the men of to-d- cannot be neglected.
If you would write nowadays you need
not spend your days and nights with Ad-

dison and Dry den; it is much more to the
point to read Conrad and Galsworthy,
George Moore and Max Becrbohm, Bar-ri- e

and Howells.
From among the older classics Prof.

Howe has made a .wise selection. Ha has
evidently been at some pains to reprint
the great books that have lived hot only
by reason of their purely literary but their
human qualities.

Bacon's Essays, for instance, are at-

tractively edited with sufficient' notes v to
help the reader, but not too many, or too
deeply erudle. The Introduction, by Mary
Augusta Scott, is thoroughgoing and ac
curate if not actually inspiring. Boswell's
Life of Johnson it is perhaps necessary to
abridge. The work of abridgment "and
editing is well done by Prof. Charles O.
Osgood of Princeton. Pilgrim's Progress
is worth while having in this edition if
only for Dr. Crothers's Introduction.

The novels are an interesting assort-
ment Meredith's Richard Feverel has
not, I believe, ever before appeard as a
text book. It is an easy introduction to
Meredith, and ought to be made accessi-

ble to the young student. Adam Bede is
also a good selection; I presume tins was
decided upon in preference to Sitae Mar-n- er

because of the many editions of the
latter already extant. Pride and Preju- -
dice (with an Introduction by Howells),
Pendennis, The Scarlet Letter and The
Heart of Midlothian complete the list of
novels.

Of poetry there is not so much, only
two volumes: The Ring and the Book and
English Poets of the Eighteenth Century.
I question the advisability of offering
Browning's difficult though magnificent
masterpiece to any but trained minds.

Stevenson's Essays, edited by Prof.
Phelps, is a first rate selection of the more
interesting essays; Cariyle's Past and
Present and Nineteenth Century Letters
art both well edited and readable, while

"literary editors," justly observes Ed-

ward N. Teall from Boston, "reviewers
and book reporters have criticised publish-
ers for tho wraps or jackets in which
their books have been shown in the shops
and delivered to the ultimate consumer.
The Marshall Jones Company will uso on
its books to be brought out later this
spring a jacket carrying no advertise-
ments on its back, but adorned instead
with the decorative device of the firm,
drawn by Theodore B. Hapgood of Bos-

ton. The use of a line or two of descrip-
tive text on the front may be continued,
but there will be no billboard stuff." Spars
the descriptive line, say we, out of com-

passion for the Compiler of Books

the Selections and Essays of Buskin in-

clude a brief but representative seriej of
passages on varied subjects. Meredith's
Essay on Comedy is edited with copious
and excellent notes by Lane Cooper.

Prof. Howe's series deserves high com-

mendation, not only because of the care
with which he has selected his texts, but
because he has induced well known writ-
ers, not necessarily university teachciv, to
preface his volumes: the engaging little
essays of Howells and Crothers arc lit-

erature quite as genuine though not
as the books which they
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"I heard coming
closer and closer
the triumphant notes
of the Marseillaise9'

These are 'the doting; words
of THE SEC RET C ITY, Hugh
Walnole'a new novel of Pet--
rograd

Whose voices swell
that chorus?

Beside me lies a copy ef THS
SECRET CITY. My miad b stfil
steeped in its marvelous pages.
Beyond my window New York is
blurred and Petrograi The Secret
(Sty rears itself.
How fascinating Is this Walpole
weaving of spells:
Yen, Nias, youar, Behea aacl Jefry
Lawrence; Seatyoaor sad The Eat

their fonts people aty room, ttnir
Toicts fill my ears. IseetheNeTjiky
with its hushed crowds aad sQrt
Cossacks oa that fateful day; the
Neva sheathed la glitterias; ice tiit
seems to imprison beaeeta its scr-fa- ce

a monster that wools! rise fxtua
the ooze sad filth ef the river o!t

"Closer and closer
the triumphant notes
of the Marseillaise"

Is it Hope or Meaace? What k ti
eaixa of a people struck free ef
it chaise sad still easlavedT- -

Is not the song alike apoa the lips
of Vera and Niaa sad apea those
of SemyoaoraadTaeRat? Besety,
tenderness, and glorified passiea ea
the oae head; malice, evQ, craft
aad darkness oa the other.
Walpole has written one of the
great books of contemporary

a story of passion, liiht
and darkness, and of memorable
beauty.
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Translation from the only authorized Rus-
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BOOK REPAIR AND
RESTORATION

A manual of practical suggestions for
Bibliophiles. By M. S. Buck. Cloth, $2.
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